THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
been capable in the long run of a coalition against her maritime
supremacy. But there remained the question of the points on
the eastern and western oceans which England held as the result
of the fall of Napoleon and of her maritime supremacy during
the wars. Great wisdom was shown in this settlement, in con-
nection with which, as in connection with all that happened
during this critical period, we must not consider individuals.
Castlereagh and after him Canning were the men acting for the
nation, but the spirit of all the governing class was much the
same—the commercial interests and the banking interests, with
the Bank of England at their head, were one with the landed
aristocracy and all those various forces which were to govern
England for a lifetime, and it was their general decision which
produced the results arrived at. Such national forces acted
instinctively rather than of set fashion, but they inspired all that
was done.
Malta was kept and so was the Cape, the first to provide a
naval base in the Mediterranean and the next to provide a naval
base on the way to India. By taking the Cape England had taken
over the government of the Dutch-speaking farmer population
there: she also retained Ceylon (which had been Dutch before
the wars) because it was a natural appanage to India, where
English power had grown much greater as the effect of her
sea-power during the fighting in Europe. Singapore was also
kept as a post in the Straits of Malacca, which are the gate to
the farther Orient and its trade, but—wisely again—Java and
Sumatra were handed back to the Dutch. They would have
been too big a mouthful, and they were too distant. The string
of posts on the route and the increasing English domination
of India were sufficient to ensure England for the future the
lion's share of Asiatic trade.
The Consequent Foreign Policy. The foreign policy
which followed upon these settlements was managed with similar
wisdom, under the headship first of Castlereagh and, after the
suicide of this much-hated man in 1822, by Canning. It was
tested in two points: first when the Holy Alliance determined
to restore the King of Spain, against whom a revolution had
broken out; and also when contemporaneously it had to deal
with the revolt of the Spanish colonies in Central and South
America. On the first of these points England had not the
power to prevent the French army, in execution of the plans
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